








At a campuswide celebration May 20, DePaul’s president, the 

Rev. Dennis H. Holtschneider, C.M., announced the kickoff 

of the Many Dreams, One Mission Campaign for DePaul University, 

the largest fundraising initiative in its history. 

The $250 million campaign will strengthen DePaul’s resources for scholarships and promote academic excellence 

by raising funds for new programs, faculty and facilities.

One of the campaign’s primary objectives is to raise $100 million in new scholarships, of which the School of Education

seeks to raise $2 million.

“We need to help alleviate our students’ financial stress so that they can pay attention to their studies and be able to

enter our noble profession unencumbered by debt,” Dean Paul Zionts says, noting that more than 53 percent of SOE’s 

full-time students put in at least 31 hours per week at outside jobs, and 20 percent spend at least that much time caring for

family members. 

Support is especially needed for SOE’s new Student Teaching Scholarship. “Student teaching is more than a full-time

job,” Zionts says. “Students are expected to fully prepare for their on-the-job training, which often encompasses 50 to 60

hours per week. Those students who had been working full time and juggling their classes to do so no longer have the

flexibility to do both. These scholarships are intended to help them focus upon their academic and social needs while

alleviating some of the additional anxiety of putting food on their tables.”

During the campaign, SOE hopes to raise an additional $4 million to fund a variety of initiatives, including outreach

partnerships with Chicago’s public, private and parochial schools; faculty research; and leadership programs for current and

future school administrators.

Now is an especially good time to give to an SOE scholarship fund.

Noted Chicago philanthropist and longtime DePaul supporter 

Harrison I. Steans and the Steans family have committed $1 million 

in the form of a challenge grant to encourage alumni and friends 

to support scholarships.

For each dollar you give to an SOE scholarship (up to $10,000),

the Steans family will contribute the same amount to the Steans 

Family Endowed Undergraduate Scholarship Fund, which provides

financial support to students across the university, including those 

in the School of Education.

The Steans Challenge for Scholarships ends Dec. 31, 2010. 

To make your gift today, please use the enclosed remittance envelope

or visit www.campaign.depaul.edu/steanschallenge.

SOE focuses on scholarships during 
Many Dreams, One Mission Campaign 

Words of wisdom:

Giving the commencement address at the School of Education’s commencement ceremony

was Carlos E. Cortés, a pioneer in the theory and practice of multicultural education 

as well as professor emeritus at the University of California, Riverside. An award-winning

scholarly author, he also has written films and documentaries and advises producers 

of children’s media.

Brian Branca knows firsthand the value of scholarships.

Thanks to a Zeman Scholarship for graduate education

students, he was able to earn his master’s degree in

curriculum development at night and continue his

teaching job at Al Raby High School in Chicago’s 

Garfield Park neighborhood during the day.
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SOE’s Family Lab has not only helped improve 

Antonio Ercoli’s reading skills. It has helped improve

his self-confidence.

“He likes going there,” says his father, Steve Ercoli.

“The staff is great and really friendly. They’re really

helpful.”

Since Antonio has been in the program over the last

couple of years, the eighth-grader’s reading skills have

significantly improved. Progress has been noted in all areas

addressed, including word identification, spelling, reading

fluency, vocabulary and comprehension skills. “They’re

doing a wonderful job,” Steve Ercoli says. 

A single parent, Ercoli says Antonio’s teachers at

Agassiz Elementary School had recommended private

tutoring for his son, but the family couldn’t afford it. The

Family Lab in DePaul’s School of Education provides

tutoring services on a sliding scale depending on a family’s

ability to pay.

Families have come from as far as Indiana,

commuting more than an hour so their children can get

the help they need at the lab. Located in the Schmitt

Academic Center, 2320 N. Kenmore Ave., on DePaul’s

Lincoln Park Campus, the lab has served students age 6 to

18 in the Chicago area for 43 years. Children with learning

disabilities and/or reading difficulties are able to fully

utilize the diagnostic and remedial services available in the

lab’s newly renovated space. It has served nearly 1,320

clients since 1998.

The state-of-the-art facility is equipped with the latest

technology and equipment, including one lab with

tutoring and counseling rooms with cameras, sound

monitors and computers so professors can monitor

graduate student workers and offer support and feedback.

DePaul graduate students in their final quarters of the

reading and learning disabilities program tutor students in

reading and other subjects to bring their clients’ academic

skills up to grade level while fulfilling their program’s

practicum component.

“While the clients we see gain hands-on tutoring

support services, graduate students working toward a

reading specialist degree receive clinical experience,” says

Julie Harris, Family Lab coordinator, who currently is

pursuing her master’s degree in education at DePaul. “It’s a

wonderful setting for learning to take place on both ends.”

Soon, graduate students in counseling, nursing and

other DePaul programs will be able to provide families

with myriad additional services while fulfilling their

practicum requirements. Students and staff are working to

expand lab services to include health screenings for

children and adults, wellness seminars and sign language

classes to help new parents communicate with their

infants. 

“The best-practice concept in education is

wraparound services that recognize the multiple needs of

students,” says Beverly Trezek, co-director of the lab and

an assistant professor in the language, literacy and

specialized instruction program. 

Joy Whitman, co-director of the lab and an associate

professor in SOE’s counseling department, says providing

clients with counseling services would benefit the Family

Lab and the graduate program by providing students with

clinical experience. “It’s a win-win situation, and it allows

us to provide more services to community residents,”

Whitman says.

The Family Lab has helped thousands of students

over its 43 years. Records, available only for the past 30

years, show the lab has served more than 4,137 students in

that time, according to Harris.

For more information about the Family Lab, visit

education.depaul.edu/About/CentersAndInitiatives/Family

_Lab.asp or call 773.325.7745.

Family Lab expands to offer
more services to the community

Family Lab clinician Armando Besinaz (r) works with Antonio
Ercoli to improve his reading skills.
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Partnering with our neighbors to the south: For the

second year in a row, SOE faculty members held a summer

English program for Universidad Panamericana. This year’s

program was designed to support secondary teachers’ 

English language skills development and introduce them to

constructivist pedagogical practices they can use in their 

own teaching, including online technological resources. 

A three-week course held in July involved 11 high school

teachers from Mexico City and included guest speakers from

DePaul, opportunities to observe SOE classrooms, and visits

to Chicago Public Schools. Both programs were coordinated

by Rafaela Weffer, associate vice president for Academic

Affairs at DePaul, and Esther Quintero from DePaul’s College

of Computing and Digital Media. The course was designed

and taught by faculty members Katie Van Sluys and

Christopher Worthman. Van Sluys and Worthman visited the

teachers in Mexico City in June to prepare for the course.

The gift that keeps giving: Kenneth J. Saltman, an

associate professor of education, has published a new book

titled “The Gift of Education: Public Education and Venture

Philanthropy (Education, Politics and Public Life).”

Amazon.com describes the book as “a cutting-edge book that

not only maps and criticizes venture philanthropy but also

offers a new and different way of conceptualizing public

education in response to the neoliberal climate affecting all

aspects of public education.” The trade paperback book may

be purchased at Amazon.com for $29.

“May the radiance of your charity be a beaming light.”

That’s the opening in a new children’s book titled “St. Vincent

de Paul: Through the Eyes of Children.” SOE faculty member

Roxanne Owens served as project director for the colorful

book that features quotes by St. Vincent de Paul and art created 

by students from Alphonsus Academy and Center for the Arts

(alphonsusacademy.org). Their art teacher was iconographer

Meltem Aktas (imagoicons.com). The project, which also

includes a companion video, “The Making of an Icon,” was

funded through a $2,000 Vincentian Endowment Fund Grant

aimed at promoting the communication of Vincentian values.

More specifically, the grant supported Aktas’ work with 

DePaul students and Chicago elementary school children to

create the children’s book chronicling the lives of St. Vincent

de Paul and St. Louise de Marillac. Aktas and Brother Mark

Elder, C.M., are both iconographers who have created works

related to St. Vincent de Paul that are displayed on the Lincoln

Park Campus. The video, produced by Owens and two digital

cinema students, describes and demonstrates the process and

product of the works of Aktas and Elder. 

Helping at the YMCA:

DePaul has partnered with the

staff at the Kelly Hall YMCA 

to offer educational programs

for children in the West

Humboldt Park community.

SOE offered one of its reading

methods courses at the site,

and education majors worked

on a special summer literacy

project with the children. The

DePaul students who participated are preparing to be middle

and high school teachers, and the children they worked with

are Chicago Public Schools students. On the last day of class,

the children and the DePaul students presented the results of

their literacy projects. They reflected, researched and wrote

about a variety of community issues—gangs, drugs,

violence—but also on the positive role models in their

community. “The partnership with Kelly Hall gave DePaul

students a chance to experience what it’s like to develop and

implement community-based inquiry projects with students

in a specific context,” says course instructor Brian Charest.

“This type of real-world experience is a critical part of

becoming a successful teacher in a linguistically and culturally

diverse city like Chicago.” The youngsters from Kelly Hall

also benefited from the collaboration. “These students were

able to choose topics and issues that they cared about,

compose inquiry, conduct research in their community and

publish texts about their findings,” Charest says. 

Award-winner: Faculty member Roxanne Owens (center)—

pictured with Kristen Stombres, chair of the Illinois Reading

Council (IRC) parents and reading committee, and Christine

Boardman Moen, IRC president—received the IRC Parents

and Reading Award in recognition of her work with family

literacy projects. An award ceremony was held earlier this year

at the annual IRC conference in Springfield, Ill. Owens chairs

the teacher education department in SOE, is past president of

the IRC, and is project co-director of the Web-enhanced

Family Literacy Initiative (wefli.org).

Children participating in the
Kelly YMCA program 
worked on projects that had
them reflecting on identity
formation in their family,
community and school.
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We welcome your story ideas, questions or comments. 
Please call Ruhan Memishi, editor, at 312.362.8629 

or write to her at rmemishi@depaul.edu 
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773.325.7581
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Graduate Admissions

773.325.4405

Undergraduate Admissions

312.362.8300

Career Center
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The editorial board of action in education

consists of Dean Paul Zionts, Kris Fedor and 
Christopher Worthman of SOE; Paul Baker, Molly Fannin

and Sally Julian of Advancement; and Ruhan Memishi 
and Carol Sadtler of Marketing Communications. 

Copy Editor is Maria Hench.

School of Education

2320 N. Kenmore Ave.

Chicago, IL 60614
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Museum as a studio: The DePaul Art Museum became a working

art studio as part of an exhibition exploring the mobility of artists

and their workspaces. “The Nomadic Studio,” which ran through

Nov. 21, was part of Studio Chicago, a yearlong citywide collaborative

project in which arts and educational institutions focus on the

artist’s studio. The exhibition was organized by The Stockyard Institute,

a Chicago-based project founded in 1995 by Jim Duignan, an associate

professor in DePaul’s School of Education. The Stockyard Institute

provides interactive, mixed-use spaces, making artists accessible to the

public and providing for an open exploration of the process of

idea-making. “The Stockyard Institute has over the years taken over

public parks and community arts centers,” Duignan says. “Now we

can bring those ideas to a museum context, expanding our visibility for

new audiences.” “The Nomadic Studio” focused on pedagogy as

a medium, transforming the museum into a collaborative workspace

for DePaul and the surrounding community. During its four-month run,

the exhibition offered live music, in-house radio broadcasts,

publication workstations and other creative opportunities, utilizing

Chicago as a context for the conversation.

n e w s  b i t e s

Portable Nomadic Studio

continued from previous page
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