
Demand for admission to DePaul from the traditional high school market

remained strong as a result of the university’s successful recruitment and

improved market position and prominence. DePaul received 12,942

applications for fall 2008, 4% more than the 12,468 in 2007.

Since 1998, freshman applications have more

than doubled, and this, coupled with the strong

yield rates, has resulted in a 72% increase in the

freshman class and a substantial improvement in

academic selectivity (down to 64% from 79%).

Applications from out-of-state inquiries

increased by 52% from 2004 to 2008, up from 33% to 39% of the pool.

Applications from suburban inquiries grew by 22% during this time, but

declined as a share of total applications from 38% to 36%. Applications

from Chicago inquiries were steady, but declined as a share of total

applications from 23% to 17%.

Applications from students with ACT composite scores of 24 or above

accounted for 54% of all applications in 2008, compared to 46% in

2004. Applications from students with scores of 28 or above grew by

65% over this time, or from 15% to 20% of all applications. Nationally,

only 8% of college applicants have an ACT score of 28 or above.

While the fall 2008 admission rate reflects greater selectivity, a decline

in yield rate reflects a changing applicant pool with a larger percentage

among populations that traditionally have a lower yield (e.g., out-of-

state applicants and high-ability applicants).
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Over the past 10 years,

freshman applications have

increased in every year

but 2005.
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